(Left to Right) (Back row) Robotics Coach Trevor Toenjes: Michacl Barnes: Tucker Toenjes: Kameron
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The Little Robotics Team That Could

By Concetta Deluco

Lamont, Chris Dugan, Jenna LaPlume, Tillic Palma and Mac W

There s the popubar savig geeat things come has chismany, Pinellas Couny did not have

ool packiages. and i the case of Plumb
Flementary's Lego Robotes Club Team Pelrcan,,
those words never rang so true

But instead of one tiny package came about 1
sadl ones in the form of tourth and hitth graders
whose drve and determmanon Linded them o first
place trophy for Best Rebot Performunce at the
local quatifvng Frest Lego League tournament

You kids are absolute howmaang, sind Trevor
Toenpes as he addressed the wimmmng team durning
A victory celebration held ag Plumb Blementary s
Ibrary on Lmuary 12 and that came compicte
with Lego themed cakes and plenty of supporting
prarents amd weachers

Ive never seen a group of Kids work so hard
and be sodedicated, he sand

As the founder of Team Pela can. Plumb
Flementary and Pincellas County's first ever lego
Robotos team Toenjes. proudly recounts has ver
ston of this rags 1o riches tale where Ins team of

robotics chubs for clementary school kids and he
spent the next two vears tryving to get one off the
sround ar Plumb Elementary

Finallv. thix past tall he pot the support he
necded trom the new principal and Trevor's scd
ond grade weacher, Conme Allen. who agreed o
s12n1 on s the club s sponsor making it official

she realhy did ot on o Teap of fathe he saud
there was ao precedence i Pinellas Counneand
s many wavs it could go wrong but she agreed
to it anyvway,

Come November however, the cub haced new
problems It lost its sponsorship and had o reform
as o PTA club, The change meant a aow mecting
time. which Toemes savs lelt a ot ol parents Irus
trated and cost the team half s members,

The sethack didnt stop the remaning 1eam-
mates from showing trremendous dedication” and
working <1 plus hours dunng ther Christmas
break to pho catch up



motley clementany stdenis ot oaly beat om
competing auddle and high schoolees Tor the ute

Weo didnt expect o win at i We just went to
compete and hoped to not be embarmssed Be sand

Fach vear the Frest Lego League or FLE enconr-
apes local roboue clubs o participate me their
annual competivon This vears theme Body
Forward. meant teams had to explore the cutting
cdee world of Biomedical Engincering o discos
CrOOVALING Wavs [0 FCPHIT uries, Overcome
genctic prodisposttions, and muximize the body s
potential

A the regional compention hosted by ESF on
January 80 cach group bute and programmed
robot using Lego Mindstorms” echnology 1o
accomplish missions. such as progrmming the
robot to apply a4 cast 1o o bone Gdl made out of
Legosy, and scored points an three 2 S onnute
ntches on the themed plaving held

Wathou Lndimack victony and unusaalhy agh
score of 270 pomnts out of g possible 400 for the
tiest round ol the wourmnament. Team Pelacan
plaiced well above the second place scare of 195
“blowing  the competition oot ol the water
Toenjes sad

ot wilva makes the victory the sweerest, he
LR that the tournament was not only the rook
10 teanme s biest o wane bt also theirr fiest nme come
el over

One of the voungest groups 1t the compel
uon. and sporting sumple Tshirts with merely
thear wam logo onot Team Pelcan was the epat
ome of the underdog, savs Caroline Palmu, the
mother of L vear old Tilhe, o wammate  Thes
didn’t even have 4 umtorm: When they came
(e competes they didnt look the best, bu they
detiniteh did the best”

Tillic worked the Lego mission board along
with her triend. Jenna, during the winning rouncd
of the challenge and brought the team 1o victony,

oS wonderful 1 gust feel so pumped, she says
with a smle that strerched from car 1o ear |
know now we chd once and we can do i guan

By the end of the first round. the story goes
that the stress and exctement of it led 9vearold

Jennd to tears.

Sporting i paer of Lego prece carrings, the same
oversizod Tshirt she wore mto baude and holdmg
the prisg dunng the colehrnon on fanuary 12,

Jenma charmsat was all worth e for the trophy,

T feels so good tasee how much tme vou put
i and i fmally pass oft saad ilhe

In the meanume the group s at work prepar
ing tor next vear s compenunon and helping the
newh formed jumos robotics club, made up of
secoind and tird graders wath ther project,

Gettng to that point how-
ever. was the biggest chal
lenge From week to week.
we lcht ke we the whole
thing was oy o Ll aparct,
he sad

Team Pebrcan was othicil
h o dormed at the end of
October 2000 nspared by his
Tucker, who  Toonjes
cloms was more advanced in
his computer skifls o the
third grade than maost 1each-
aned atter 4 visit 1o the
Tempest in Tumpa. another
robotics competition. Trevor
wers nsiecd and deternmesd
to et s soninvolved g
local club
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