Delegates Okay Two Proposals on
Annexations

By Concenta Deluco

SEMINOLE - Twa bills on annexation took up
most of the discussion when the county s legisha
tve delegation met 4t st Petersburg College last
Friday. winle s propasal 1o merge the Metropohtan
Phanmng Organization and . Piocllas Planming
Council got the unanimous approval of the 10
moember delegiaon

Relewated to almost o imporlince, wis pro
poscd legislation to altow the increase from five o
cight children o occupy o home care environ
ment without obtummg heensing,

The deleganon had s dhscussion betore o
pricked pubbic hearnmg with the two annexation
proposals gettng the chiet focus m the final mect
ing of the delegation with the pubhic betfore the
anaual legishitive session begins in March,

While there has been some controversy over
the annexation proposals. the all relaung o the
East Lake area m the northern county got wiin
mous approval from the delegaion—made up ol
senators and representatives who will go 1o
Tatlahassee representing Pincllis Counts

While there has been some controversy over
the annexation proposals, the bl relatng 1o the
Fast Lake area i the northern county 2ot amin
mous approvil from the delegation—amide up of
semgtors amd representatives whoo wil
Tallabhassee representng Pinellias County

Simitar to the all or nothing approach used in
2009 with a bill involving Ticern Vorde, it would
require the annexing municipality —m s case.
Ohdsmar o take all of the arca or nothing,

Mike Fasano (R New Port Richeyy sud, The
Last thing the county wants i the aty cherry picks
ing aiud hresking up can annexed area) for i res-
enue stream Voters would have o finad savm the
annexation,

The biggest protest on the bill came from
Oldsmar ofticials whe Fasano cliims are sccking
acdditional tax dollirs that annexaton would gen
crate “Fasuno also represenis the Northern part of
Oldsnvar and 1 encourage him o remember that,
sad Oldsmar - Gy Couwmeal OfTaal Jerny
Bevermuan,  Oldsmur is not going o anines anyonc
who doesn t want to he annexed,

2o Lo

to Olsmar or Tarpon Springs,

In fear “that the matier necds to be reselved or
they won 1 be heard.” ek Latvala (R Clearwatern)
sawd thar whide ssues continue 1o be sorted ot
the O vear homtanion oreates o umited consensis
o the il

The tull Legaslanure and Gov, Rick Scott have o
approve the degislation, but the delegations full
support s almost alsways 4 necessiary stiep

In the other annexation ssue the unincorporn
cd arca of the Lealmun e district once azain con
tnued g Geht amoost amnexatnon. wihich the del
caibion supported. 8.2 vore

Like the all or nothimg conditions of the
Oldsmar-Fast Luke muatter, it would require am
annexing <ty o ke the entire district, which
stretches between St Petersburg and Pincllas Park.,
daned s divided by Kenneth Cipy. The reason for tha
iv [o stop taxes in the district from increasing.

“Pvery parcel of Bind that Lealman loses 100
ainy potentially forces the cost af the fire distreiet
to 2o up for cach resident, Latvalin, who s o co-

stretehes between St Petersburg and Pincilas Park.
andd s divided by Kenneth Ciny The ecaason for that
is fo stop fixes m the distrct fronmt increasing,

“lvery parcel of Lind that Lealman loses 1o
ity potentially forces the cost ol the hire distrct
to go up for cach reswdent) Latvala, who s o co-
sponsor of that fegistanon sl

That hill also proposes lowering the cap on the
tire tax rate for Leadman property owners lfom
S per S Lot of tisable property value to $5.75,

A high forcedlosure mte and an increase in
annexations Innve decrcasad property s revenue
for the Lealman Fire Distodt cansing the Gire 1ax
rate 1o reounn aho Both Pincllas Park and
seminole have agreed 10 not annex property Irom
the district. but Kenneth City, wihich annexed 16
parcels of land this vear, was the biggest opponent
to the hill,

This is o death senence Tor Kennethy Cingd sad
Troy Campbwell o resident who chinms Reoneth
Gy rehies heavily on the Lealman Distaet for s
revenyue

Rep . Larey Ahern disaereed, promipting Kenneth



Referring 1o the current two vear old interlocal
dagreement between Pinellas Counny and Oldsor
that protects Eust Lake residents from involuntar
annexaion. Bevernnn oppaoses a clause that would
require Oldsmuar to want 10 vears belore anempt-
i another anoexatiion f such o mosve Lals

That provision came into eflect TwWo vears g
after B2 percent of the A3 000 East Lake-Woodlnd
voters turned down an Oldsmir annexation
proposal.

However, that same cluse would allow  East
Like residents the option of voluntary annesation

City 1o venture 1o other neighboring districts,

On the MPOPPC merger. which is being pro
poscd moanuapaton of possible future vl syvs
teny, Latvala sand. “Discussions of the il commg
through Pincllis County will need the combina-
toan of both Lokt and transportaton planning
comnuttees, clements that cach of the now ide-
pendent agencies deal with

County  Commissioner Karen Seel has been
working on this merger since last spring. While
the merger would alow cach 1o mamtain s nde
poendence. a single board would oversee them




