Councilmember Stan Sofer

Mortensen and Sofer
Vie for Mayor
In March Election

By Concetta Deluco

Vice Mayor Kathy Mortensen

With the municipal race upon the Tumpa Bay region and the
March clections fast approaching. Belleair Beach residents are et
askiyg themsehves - who o wall be the better nunvor? Fortunaiely,
unhike some cines such asTampa where aitizens have 1o narrow
down from five candidates, Bellear Beach onlv bhas two, Kathy
Maortensen and Stan Sofer

Both long term members of the city council. both passionate
about the City of Belleair Beach and both ready to give their opin
ion on how it should boe run and how hot topics like boetter coxde
cnforcement. the budget and beach renourisshment should be tack
fedd

A Mhveyear vetenn of the aty counal. Mortensen calls Belleair
Beach home having grown up and lived in the arca since the 195008
Retired from cunning her own business, she savs she finally has the
“tme and encergy o give back to a community she absolutely loves”

Embracing the term. "independent thinker” Mortensen said she
priddes herself on coming into the position without any precon
cenved notions or st ideas on how things should be done.,

“Iwelcome community anput and am abwiy s walling 1o listen to
both sides and figure out what s best Tor the mugority”

Her call for citizen opinion is not imited to helping her settle an
issuce she considers top priority code enforcement or the lack there-
of in Belleair Beach. With an increase in home toreclosures and short
term property rentals over the past tew years, the poor upkeep of
these homes has led o more and more complants from neighbor
ing rostdents. she said,

Farher offorts to resolve this problem that untl recently huas
proven less effectve was the hurmg of Jack Ommuette as a4 part inne
code cnforcement officer in 2008 Mortensen savs when Oimucette
came on hoard he “looked at the ordinances. came betore the coun-



Mavor, From Al
munics.
I am extremely happy with what
enforcemoent is now Anally doing” he sad
A dssue of bigeer concern, however, on sofoer's

Cconde

auendi are the ity s linanees,

“They are number one o be reviewed on the
hit hat right now,” he sid

He commends the sttt on domg a good joban
keeping the budget as tight as possible” but
acknowledges that since budpget expenses can’t
he chungcd. revenue will neod oy be mcoreased
Clummyg to resent deastic changes tor the most
part such avenues for more money he s wailhing
to explore imchude possihle fees 1o be imposed on
the murina. wlephone or cable services and an
increase in utility charges

Bolicair Beach s vulity tees are much lower
than the surrounding cities, e said,

Sofer is also looking o profit off the new rental
term ordinance. charging a higher fee per shorter
rental term Another opton is the wstallanon of
addinonal parking meters for nonresidents om
the Beach, Currently, Belleair Bluffs charges beach
wocrs S2 o park on the beach and as o result in
the puast more and more people have come to
Beleair Beach 1o park for free.

Reswdents mun adso fecl aotug on then pocket,
sofvr savs he is plinning on raising the cost of
parking stickers  Right now. residents only pay
around 52 for the stocker wineh costs more 1o
produce . so the ity isn tmaking any money

Finally, Sofer plans 1o make better use of the
Larlhy unknown community center ity hall or

Jiamond in the rough ™ as he reters o it He savs
the trcihty has gone underuscd. but is adeal for
weddimgs. luncheons special occasions and mect-
s od Conce the cconomnny comes back and the
beach expands chargmy to rent the conter wall
be o aredt source of income for the ity

Mortensen acknowledyes the need for control:
ling ity hudgzet without raising milcage rates and
Witnls (o cncountee Mmore work sosstons. and it
o mput, We onhy geta pood turnout at ey hall
when we have o negative assue, That needs 1o
chunge Wit Bellear Boach residents can expedt

Mortensen to tuke o more active role inis follow
ing through with inteastruciure improsements
such as storm drain, street and curb reparrs, She
saed the ainy recently hired a4 new public waorks
chircctor from Senumole waith o lot of experienct

who plans on mecung with the ity i Febroar
o further discuss phins

And when it comes to the controversial "Deach
Renourishment project. Mortensen calls it 4 dou
ble cdgcd sword Renourishment refers to
rehuilding and replicing of the sand on the beach
worn away matural erosion. storms and . public
use Inorder o get the 335 pullion an tedernal
fundhing for the propecthe ity needs an addimon:
al 2o parking spaces in the southern pare of the
beach 1o meet federal requirements. Plans for the
citire project were expocted o begin in carh
Spring 2011, but so tar, the ity only has enough
parking in the northorn secton. which hus been
cleared for re nourishment,

Mortensen sad there s no exem maones o by
Aot condomummumms do not want o torfeit any of
thair empy spaces and there s no room for on
strect parking, Just a tew wecks agzothe ity nuge-
istrate had the Suncoast fire district come out and
tryv and drive onc of their big rnigs” down the
strect witly only one ~ide of street parkingg and i
could not make it she savs, magine i there was
parkmyg on bhoth sides of the street

The county has to sign oft on the nability 1o
supply further street parking hefore the proposal
<an go to the stue for further approval. but <o tar
have not an action that contuses both Mortensen
and Sofer who say for vears the county has nover
had a4 problem with an issue hike s,

W re sull working with the county 1o accept
the packing comditons, Sofer sand

s not onhy for cosmetios, Mortensen sand.
People dont realize how important beach re-
nourishment s when it comes o hurricane sea-
son and protecting our homes”

With resolutions in the works, the debates go
on.and i the meannime. residents can vote for
ther preferred Bellear Beach mavoral candidate
o the March Sth electon




